LIBRARY 


r it  r a l d ;r  strict  go  u noil 


~ of  -• 


FESS3HIDGE  L Y N N. 


INTER It  REPORT 

OF 

MEDICAL  OFFIGLR  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  EHDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1940. 


NL 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OP  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN 


INTERIM  REPORT  of  Dr ,Oc L, Apple ton,  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1940,  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  2067 
dated  19th  July  1940  and  Circular  2314  dated  26th 

March,  1941. 


SECTION  - A 

Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Population  . ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1940 
according  P ; I'e  ..Bcol.ru 

Rateable  Value  for  wlvd.e  District 

Product  of  penny  rato  ...  ...  ... 


72,070  acres 
11,532 

3,114 

£28,227 

£121 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  - The  District  is  almost  entirely  agricultural. 
There  is,  however,  a large  residential  element,  mainly  in  the 
district  bordering  King's  Lynn. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  - None  available  owing  to  non-receipt  of  details 
from  Ministry  of  Health. 


SECTION  - B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


These  remain  the  same  as  in  previous  years  and  reports. 

SECTION  - C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  Water  - Broadly  speaking  the  greater  part  of  the  District  is 
supplied  by  Wells,  usually  of  the  shallow  type.  Some  villages 
however,  have  a very  satisfactory  pipe  supply  from  tank  reservoirs 
and  derived  from  artesian  wells  by  pumping. 

Frequent  inspections  throughout  the  area  showed  that  no 
serious  shortage  has  been  experienced.  In  all,  10  samples  were 
taken  and  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  one  for  bacteriological 
examination. 

(ii)  Drainage  & Sewerage  - No  major  alterations,  but  minor  improvements 
are  gradually  being  made  by  the  provision  of  more  pail  closets  and 
abolition  of  the  vault  system. 

SECTION  - D 
HOUSING 


On  the  outbreak  of  War,  building  operations  mainly  came  to  a 
standstill,  but  the  District  is  reaping  the  benefit  of  the  extensive 
building  programme  undertaken  up  to  that  date.  A few  houses, 
were  however  built. 


Number  of  Houses  built 
by  Local  Authority: 


By  other  persons: 


Nil 


- 1 


Setch 

Grimston 

Middleton 


1 

1 

4 

6 


Total 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  & SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

V 

No  alteration  to  report.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  continues 
to  carry  out  his  duties  in  this  respect  in  a very  satisfactory 
manner. 

MILK  SUPPLY  - Cowkeepers  Registered  123 

Accredited  Producers  10 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a recommendation  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  strike  two  cowkeepers  and  dairymen  off  the  Council’s 
Register  was  agreed  to  by  the  Committee.  In  the  one  case., 
certain  improvements  were  eventually  carried  out  and  this  action 
was  unnecessary.  In  the  other  instance  the  recommendation  was 
carried  out  and  the  cowkeeper  notified  to  that  effect. 

In  the  latter  half  of  the  year  two  accredited  licenses  were 
discontinued  owing  to  the  death  of  the  licence  holder.  One  new 
licence  was  issued  for  premises  at  Leaiate 

SECTION  - F 

PREVALENCE  CF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

With  the  exception  of  measles  the  year  has  not  shown  excessive 
incidence  of  infectious  disease, 

The  epidemic  of  measles  has  been  v/idespread,  and  being  now 
notifiable  is  more  apparent.  Beginning  during  May,  it  continued 
up  to  the  close  of  the  year  and  appeared  to  arrive  at  its  peak 
during  December.  As  far  as  I can  discover  from  available  records 
at  my  disposal,  there  have  been  no  deaths.  This  is  remarkable 
in  view  of  the  large  number  of  cases.  In  spite  of  the  large 
number  of  evacuees  from  London  in  the  District,  I am  unable  to 
attribute  any  extension  of  infectious  disease  from  those  sources. 


Disease  Total  Cases  Cases  Total 

notified  admitted  Deaths 
to  Hospital 


Smallpox 

Nil 

- 

) 

Scarlet  fever 

10 

1 

) None  from 

Diphtheria 

1 

- 

) available 

Enteric  fever  (inclL 

ided  Paratyphoid)  2 

- 

) records. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

- 

) 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

) 

Erysipelas 

1 

- 

) 

Ophthalmia 

Nil 

- 

Measles 

245 

- 

) 

) 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

269 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  are  the  number  of  new  cases  notified  during 
the  year:- 


Male  Pulmonary  1 

Male  Non-Pulmonary  Nil 

Female  Pulmonary  3 

Female  Non-Pulmonary  3 

Total  7 


2 


GENERAL  REMARKS 


The  year  1940  has  been  healthy.  Special  attention  can  be 
drawn  to  the  fact  of  only  one  case  of  diphtheria  being  notified 
and  only  ten  of  Scarlet  fever.  The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  is  only  half  of  1959.  On  the  other  hand  measles  is 
responsible  for  245  notifications.  This  disease  occurs  in  waves 
and  this  excessive  incidence  may  not  happen  again  for  a year  or  two. 

Prom  my  personal  observations.  War  conditions  have  not  led 
to  any  marked  ill  health.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  of 
the  i)l  effects  bombing  from  the  air  exercises  especially  on 
invalids,  and  the  aged  and  persons  of  a nervous  temperament. 

As  far  as  I can  judge,  there  has  been  no  marked  incidence  of 
sickness  amongst  the  evacuees  from  London. 
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